Ladies and gentlemen
It is an honor for me to take part in this important conference. A few years ago I had opportunity to visit Semipalatinsk and get some kind of impression of what had happened for many years at this nuclear test site. I also met with victims of the tragedy of nuclear testing. Realizing that what took place in Kazakhstan for many years is not only something for the history books, it affects people today. It was a wake up call for me as I am sure it is for every human being who learns the dark lessons of history. Seeing and experiencing the devastation and destruction caused by nuclear testing, one can understand and appreciate the policy taken by Kazakhstan to seek a future without a nuclear weapons arsenal. 


Last year I visited Hiroshima and talked to survivors. Again, an experience which demonstrates to me why a test ban treaty needs to come into force, as rapidly as possible. A world free of nuclear weapons is a longstanding objective of Norway’s foreign policy – and a comprehensive ban on the testing of nuclear weapons is imperative in order to prevent further proliferation and the development of new generations of nuclear weapons.


Today, there is growing recognition all over the world among politicians and the pulic alike that global security would be enhanced by the elimination of nuclear arms – and by a comprehensive ban the testing of nuclear weapons.

There is also a growing momentum, created by the NPT Review Conference, the Nuclear Security Summit and by the entry into force of the new START Treaty between the Russian Federation and the United States. We finally see, real – and very welcome – progress in the field of nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament. 


It should be noted that, although the CTBT has not formally entered into force, it has already established a fundamental norm of non-testing. Yet, this norm is also under pressure, and testing moratorium can never be a substitute for a comprehensive, universally binding legal agreement. 


It is indeed a paradox that an international treaty that has more than 150 States Parties is unable to enter into force, and that an Article XIV conference yet again had to take place - for the seventh time – 15 years after the Treaty was opened for signature, to secure its entry into force. It is important to urge those States that have not yet signed or ratified the Treaty to do so without further delay, in particular the nine remaining States listed in Annex 2 to the CBT. 


As we wait impatiently for the Treaty to enter into force, we must ensure that the CTBT verification regime is completed. The planned global network of monitoring stations and data centres is already in place for the most part, inspiring strong confidence in the Treaty’s verifiability – as the immediate detection of the DPRK’s nuclear tests in 2006 and 2009 clearly demonstrated. The monitoring system also provides the States with scientific and civil benefits, including tsunami warnings and other disaster alert systems, as well as valuable data necessary to analyse and assess accidents – like the one in Fukushima. The system works, it’s valuable, and we must ensure momentum in this regards as well.

We must make sure to provide political and financial support to the Provisional Technical Secretariat so that it can complete the verification regime. All outstanding obstacles to the installation, certification, operation and maintenance of the facilities must be addressed. 


As parliamentarians we need to push the issue at all relevant arenas, making sure that governments take action. We need to make sure that students and the general public iis educated about the issues and learn the experiences of history. Awareness and public pressure is necessary for governments to act responsible on this important issue. 


Some weeks ago, we marked the second International DayAgainst Nuclear Testing. The message is clear: we are determined to achieve a world in which no nuclear explosions are permitted, and we are determined to achieve the entry into force of the Comprehensive Test-Ban Treaty. 
Morten Hoglund
