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11 October 2011, Astana

Your Excellency Nursultan Nazarbayev, President of the Republic of Kazakhstan, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My name is Tomihisa Taue, and I am the Mayor of the Nagasaki City. As we reach twenty years following the closure of the Semipalatinsk Test Site, allow me greet you all on the opening of this International Forum for a Nuclear Weapons-Free World. 

Even when the Test Site was closed in the year 1991, underground nuclear tests were still being conducted despite the Cold War between the US and the USSR having drawn to an end. However, your country, cognizant of the terrible radioactive damage resulting from nuclear weapons, closed down the world’s largest nuclear testing site and took the leading role in implementing the Central Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty – also known as the Treaty of Semipalatinsk. Somebody has to make the first move in order to achieve progress in international society. Kazakhstan clearly showed the international community a determination to strive for a world without nuclear weapons, and I profoundly respect the manner in which your nation has played this leading role.

Atomic bombs were dropped on the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945. The heat rays from the bomb, measuring several thousand degrees Celsius, the atomic blast and a massive amount of radiation devastated the cities, and by the end of the year more than 200, 000 people had lost their lives in the two cities. The bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were of a scale much smaller than the current nuclear weapons , but the destructive powers of these devices were nonetheless quite horrifying. Even today, 66 years after the bombings, ther are still many victims who are suffering from injuries resulting from radiation.
Though the first members of the general public to suffer the effects of nuclear weapons were the people of Hirshima and Nagasaki, more than 450 nuclear tests were conducted in Kazakhstan by the USSR over a 40-year period starting in 1949. These resulted in the contamination of soil and groundwater, and I believe that many people in Kazakhstan are still anxious about their daily lives and health.

In order to help those victims overseas and people affected by radiation exposure incidents across the world, Nagasaki established the Nagasaki Association for Hibakusha’s Medical Care (NASHIM), which receives and trains doctors dedicating themselves to the medical treatment of those exposed to radiation in places contaminated by radioactivity, such as Chernobyl and Semipalatinsk. Through the medical care of radiation victims we are trying to make a contribution to the world and promote international cooperation.
Nashim staff arrived quickly at the site of the accident at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant that occurred in March this year. They carried out emergency medical care activities for the victims, and these activities are still underway at the present time.

As people who have experienced at first hand all the horrors of radiation, we wish to  make clear to the world just how morally reprehensible it is to intentionally drop nuclear weapons on people and expose them to huge amounts of radiation; we desire to let everyone know that we really do not need these sort of weapons.

By relying on the destructive force of nuclear weapons and pursuing security based on nuclear deterrence, we now have enough nuclear weapons to utterly obliterate every living thing on the face of the earth. There are those who claim that since equilibrium of power is essential to international society the presence of nuclear weapons is an unavoidable “reality.” But if we consider this matter calmly, by wasting vast amounts of money, time and scientific technology in the development and maintenance of nuclear weapons, rather than securing safety we are in fact putting at risk and threatening the whole world through the existence of these weapons. This is the “reality” that we now face. And if we are going to face up to this reality surely it must be appreciated that it is only the achievement of a world without nuclear weapons that will free our cities from the threat of nuclear weapons and secure permanent safety for international society.

I would ask that all the representatives of both the nuclear states and the nations without nuclear weapons who are gathered here today, to move towards the abolition of nuclear weapons. It appears that there is little prospect of the Nuclear Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty, a treaty which bans all nuclear tests and therefore has great significance in nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation, being ratified by some signatory nations, and the Treaty has not yet come into force. I request that the leaders of the nations still to ratify the Treaty display the will to do so here in Kazakhstan, a nation that has closed its nuclear test site. The Nuclear Weapons Convention proposed in 2008 by Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, and included in the agreement reached at last year’s NPT Review Conference, which urged the early commencement of multilateral negotiations aimed at its conclusion, is an urgent issue for the future. I most fervently hope that concrete moves towards achieving a world without nuclear weapons accelerate as a result of this Conference.

In conjunction with the Conference we are hosting in the Palace of Independence an exhibition of photographs about the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, with the cooperation of the Kazakhstani government. In addition, I have been accompanied from Nagasaki by a representative of the victims in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Chiyoko Kimura, who is acting as a Special Communicator for a World without Nuclear Weapons.

I hope that when the opportunity arises I can call on her to testify about her experiences as a victim of the bombings. I hope that many people will look at the exhibition, gain a deeper understanding of the immorality engendered by nuclear weapons, and join us in trying to abolish all nuclear weapons.

Finally, may I wish the nation of Kazakhstan all the best for the future, and express my greetings to you all as a representative from an atomic bombed city, trying to achieve the earliest possible realization of a world without nuclear weapons.

Thank you for your kind attention.

Tomihisa Taue, Mayor of Nagasaki

